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JANE EYRE

Ruth Wilson, as Jane Eyre, and Toby Stephens, as
Edward Rochester, lead a stellar cast in a
compelling new adaptation of Charlotte Bronté's
much-loved novel Jane Eyre.

Orphaned at a young age, Jane is placed in the
care of her wealthy aunt Mrs Reed, who neglects
her in favour of her own three spoiled children. Jane
is branded a liar, and Mrs Reed sends her to the
grim and joyless Lowood School where she stays
until she is 19. Determined to make the best of her
life, Jane takes a position as a governess at
Thornfield Hall, the home of the alluring and
unpredictable Edward Rochester. It is here

that Jane’s journey into the world, and as a

woman, begins.

Writer Sandy Welch (North And South, Magnificent
Seven), producer Diederick Santer (Shakespeare
Retold — Much Ado About Nothing) and director
Susanna White (Bleak House) join forces to bring
this ever-popular tale of passion, colour, madness
and gothic horror to BBC One. Producer Diederick
Santer says: “Sandy’s brand-new adaptation brings
to life Jane’s inner world with beauty, humour and,
at times, great sadness. We hope that her original
take on the story will be enjoyed as much by long-
term fans of the book as by those who have never
read it.”

The serial also stars Francesca Annis as Lady
Ingram, Christina Cole as Blanche Ingram, Lorraine
Ashbourne as Mrs Fairfax, Pam Ferris as Grace
Poole and Tara Fitzgerald as Mrs Reed. Georgie
Henley, who starred in the Christmas blockbuster
The Chronicles Of Narnia, plays young Jane.
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THE AMAZING MRS PRITCHARD

Jane Horrocks is the eponymous heroine of The Amazing
Mrs Pritchard, a drama by Sally Wainwright co-starring
Steven Mackintosh, Jodhi May, Janet McTeer, Geraldine

]ames, Meera Syal a@daﬁsﬁaﬁé gf/@%é% state of politics and so

distrustful of the politicians on offer that local
supermarket manager Mrs Pritchard stands on an
Independent ticket at the General Election,
determined to make a point. And what starts as a
bit of a joke gathers momentum with even a couple
of heavyweight politicians defecting to Mrs
Pritchard’s side. She’s a breath of fresh air; she
speaks the language people have wanted to hear
for so very long. The country, previously apathetic
at the paltry options available, turn out in their
millions and elect Mrs Pritchard’s Purple Alliance
in on a landslide, which is where her problems
really begin...

Jane Horrocks says: “Mrs Pritchard is a people
person who runs her life and her shop with the
kind of friendly efficiency that makes her loved
by everyone she meets. She’s the voice of
reason with the ability to cut through the flim-
flam of politics.”

Sally Wainwright, writer and creator of the series,
adds: “During the last election | found that |
didn’t really want to vote for anybody because
they all seemed as bad as each other. | thought
it would be great fun to write an epic story with a
central character who was prepared to stand

up and point this out. Mrs Pritchard is bold
enough — or some may say daft enough — to
stand for Parliament on the assumption that she
can do just as badly as any of them but at least
she will be honest.”







LONDON

Bafta Award-winning writer and director Dominic Savage
brings together an all-star cast for his latest project. Colin Furth,
Anne-Marie Duff, David Oyelowo and Robert Carlyle star in
this major one-off film drama.

Savage’s gripping dramas Love And Hate, Out Of Control and Nice Girl are dedicated to tackling
contemporary social issues. In this film he addresses social inequality in Britain today through

the lives of several characters whose paths collide at a B&B temporarily housing the homeless
and dispossessed.

Mark (Colin Firth) is a wealthy city worker whose conscience and guilt about his luxurious lifestyle
prompt him to try to help those less fortunate, but it results in turmoil for both himself and others.
Staying at the B&B are Michelle (Anne-Marie Duff), a pregnant mother with a young child who
escapes an abusive husband; Nigerian Yemi (David Oyelowo) and his family; and Robert (Robert
Carlyle), newly released from prison.

Dominic Savage says: “This is a film about social inequalities, people in desperate circumstances
and their intertwining different lives. It’s ultimately about people’s relationships and the difficulties,

dilemmas and moral issues they face.”

The stellar cast also includes Emilia Fox, Julia Davis, Megan Dodds, Nikki Amuka-Bird, Nichola Burley,
Emily Woof and Pearce Quigley.
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A CHILD AGAINST ALL ODDS

Infertility is a growing problem in the UK and
within a decade one in three couples is likely to
be affected. Professor Robert Winston draws on
his 30 years of experience in the field to present
this landmark series that follows the stories of
couples desperate to conceive as they receive
the newest treatments available.

With techniques becoming ever more
sophisticated, the series explores the latest
scientific developments and also considers
moral dilemmas such as who owns a frozen
embryo when partners separate and whether a
couple should be allowed to choose the sex of
their child.

The emotional impact of IVF on the couples
featured in the series is huge — it is a process in
which every stage of treatment is full of
jeopardy, with couples receiving both good news
and bad. Following ordinary people in
extraordinary situations, A Child Against All Odds
brings to the fore the reality of creating new life
in the 215t century.

BBC Learning will also be running a campaign
to explore moral and ethical issues raised in
the programme.
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HEAD DOCTORS

In this major observational
documentary series, a year

is spent with the patients and
doctors at one of the

world’s leading brain hospitals
— The National Hospital for
Neurology and Neurosurgery —
bringing viewers a

dramatic insight into the
cutting-edge work of a
200-year-old institution.

Over 100 consultants treat everything from head
injuries and Parkinson’s disease to paralysis and
epilepsy. Some of the doctors are the only
specialist of their kind in the country. Many of
the patients suffer from conditions so rare they
affect just one in a million.

For some patients the National is the last
chance: their future depends on the skill of the
doctors who push the boundaries of medical
science to treat the brain — the most complex
organ in the universe.

With hospital life as a back-drop, the story is
told through a cast of strong characters and
powerful human stories.

The neurosurgeons face terrible odds; a slip of
their scalpel could change their patient’s life —
even their personality. Away from the drama of
the operating theatre the series explores the
tensions of working within a close-knit
community and reveals how the doctors cope
with the intense pressure of making life-and-
death decisions every day.
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WHAT NOT TO WEAR

There’s only one series that features a 360 -
degree mirror and a strong dose of style advice.
What Not To Wear is back — and this time with
two new faces.

Supermodel Lisa Butcher and soul singer Mica
Paris are close friends. They've had lots of
experience handling their own public images and
combining their careers with being mums. The
new presenters believe that anyone can feel

as good on the inside as they look on the
outside once they’ve been on the What Not To
Wear journey.
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BBC SPORTS PERSONALITY
OF THE YEAR

In a year that has featured the Winter Olympics,
the Commonwealth Games and, of course, the
World Cup, there will be some remarkable
sporting moments to look back on in BBC
Sports Personality Of The Year.

The evening will climax with the presentation of
the most prestigious award in British sport when
the Sports Personality of the Year is crowned —
an award chosen by viewers on the night — and
the Lifetime Achievement honours one of

the very greatest all-time legends of the
sporting world.

Further awards made on the night include: Team
of the Year; Coach of the Year; Young Sports
Personality of the Year; Unsung Hero; and the
Helen Rollason Award for courage and
achievement in the face of adversity.

LOUISA FYANS, 020 8624 8210
louisa.fyans@bbc.co.uk

THE TRAGEDY OF
RUDYARD KIPLING

Griff Rhys Jones presents this fascinating profile
of Rudyard Kipling, one of Britain’s greatest
chroniclers of the British Empire. Through works
such as The Jungle Book and the Just So
Stories, Kipling brought India to life for
Edwardian Britain. But in a cruel twist of fate,
the Empire for which he had been such a
staunch advocate would also prove the source of
great personal loss. Kipling’s son was killed in
the First World War — a war he had publicly
favoured to protect Britain’s colonies.

Griff travels to Kipling’s childhood homes in
India and Pakistan, and to the homes in Britain
where he spent his later years, particularly
Bateman’s in Sussex. On his journey, Griff
explores Kipling’s life and his work, his success
as a writer and his personal tragedy.
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BERRY'S WAY

Berry Cottrell (Lenny Henry),
i s forties and recently
divorced, has his hands full
with a tearaway son and the
family’s ailing dry-cleaning
business.

Frustrated, Berry embarks upon an Open
University course in English Literature to prove to
everyone, including himself, that he still has a
brain. Berry joins a motley study group, run by
hyperactive lecturer Charles (Ron Cook), the
members of which have one month to prove that
they can make the grade.

A tale of everyday people trying to improve
themselves while dealing with the stuff of life,
Berry’s Way was written by Kim Fuller and
Lenny Henry.
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Despite her love for her fellow villagers, Sal cannot bring herself to join the
local church’s Ladies’ Guild, knitting and cake-baking not being her scene.
But when her husband dies suddenly and her son takes over the practice,
Sal finds herself widowed, out of a job and rattling round an empty home.

In an attempt to avoid visits from the local Grieving Group, she decides it's
time she started to take her own advice — stop sleeping in the dog basket,
get a haircut and a new top and take stock of her new life. And the Ladies’
Guild seems as good a place to start as any...

Written by Jennifer Saunders and also starring Pauline McLynn (as Tip),
Joanna Lumley, Dawn French, Maggie Steed, David Mitchell, Sally Phillips
and Doreen Mantle, Jam And Jerusalem takes an affectionate look at
village life and the empathy and togetherness found in a local community
where everyone knows everyone else’s business.
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STRICTLY COME DANCING

Strictly Come Dancing is set to waltz back onto
our screens with a fourth series of the hugely
successful Saturday night entertainment show.

The legendary Bruce Forsyth returns with his
glamorous co-host Tess Daly to see who has got
what it takes to be crowned 2006 Strictly Come
Dancing champions.

From the jive to the salsa, 14 couples —
celebrities and leading professional dancers
— learn a variety of dance styles before
battling it out in a knock-out competition.

The four judges — Len Goodman, Arlene
Phillips, Craig Revel Horwood and Bruno
Tonlioli — return to scrutinise the
performances and decide whose toes
twinkle and who’s got two left feet. But it
could all change as the public vote for
their favourite.
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